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The Hutchins School Parents’ Association Meeting 
Date: Tuesday 17 September 2024 

Location: Board Room   

Meeting opened: 6.31pm  

 

Present 
Shirl Badenach     
Courtney Bell     

Rob McEwan     

Rowena Salter    

Kate Woods 

Pip Bartlett 

Krysta Brocklehurst  

Abby De Borde 

Holly Orsman-Smith  

Lynn Redwig  

 

Apologies 
Alli McShane 

Laura Machin 

 

Acceptance of Previous Minutes  
Moved – Courtney Bell 

Seconded – Rowena Salter  

 

Actions List  
The Secretary spoke to the Actions List. 

The Committee noted the Actions List. 

 

President’s report  
The President provided an update on the following: 
 
Winter Wonderland Cocktail event on 30th August 2024 – a wonderful success, enjoyed by 
all.   
 
We received a request for extra funding from Ms Fiona Maroney, Head of Middle School 
on the 15th of August 2024. This funding request was considered via email, given a 
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decision needed to be made before the next PA meeting.  The funding request was 
approved by all PA Committee Members. 
 
Extra funding request received from Anna Davidson to be considered at tonight’s meeting. 
 
 
The Committee noted the President’s Report. 
 

Treasurer’s report 
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Principal’s Report  

The Principal provided an update on:  

• Boarding House Chef position – new chef, Javier Pascolutti, joined us from Salty 

Dog, Kingston. Javier has started very well - excellent meals and has stated he is 

enjoying the role. 

 

• Head of Inclusive Education (Centre for Excellence) appointed. The new 

appointment will commence in January 2025. The successful candidate has 

significant experience in the areas of learning support, inclusion, and gifted and 

talented education. 

 

• Total enrolment is expected to drop in 2025 and there is a forecast drop in 

government funding, making three years of consecutive government funding cuts, 

placing additional budgetary demands on the School as we prepare for 2025.  

 

• Building update: Exhumations are now complete with just over 1800 remains to be 

reinterred. The archaeologist is continuing with the identification process. Once 

complete, the School will provide a community update with details of memorial 

services and identification. 

Piling (foundations) commenced 9 September – 110 timber piles and 70 concrete piles to 

be installed over a four – five-week period. Noise levels are not causing major distractions 

to student learning. 

Major excavation works nearing completion  

Lift shaft prefabricated concrete planned to be installed during term break.   

 

 

Correspondence  
Incoming- NIL 

 

Outgoing - NIL 
 

Matters for Noting  
• Additional Middle School Funding (approved out of session). 
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Matters for Approval (including actions arising from the previous minutes)  
 

• PA handbook finalise and vote. The committee agreed to add ‘2024’ on the front 
page of the handbook and for the document to go live on the website. This 
document will be updated at the start of each year.  
 

• Resource funding request change. Motion passed to pay sum of $784 to Stephens 
Library for soft block storage.  

 
• Additional Middle School Funding (approved out of session). Total $10,956. Motion 

passed to pay the sum of $10956 for Middle School Climbing cube completion.  
 

 
 

Business Arising  
Winter cocktail debrief 

The committee received excellent feedback from the event and there is the potential to run 

this event bi-annually or for any upcoming occasions of importance.  

The discussion from the committee was that pack up of the event was challenging with 

minimal volunteers. It was agreed to reach out to the wider school community if not 

enough volunteers for any future events. Thank you to the Hutchins events team who did 

a wonderful job, particularly of the elaborate setup and styling.  

 

2025 Fair overview  

The 2025 fair is to be held on Friday 4 April on the WMO (new location). The PA 

confirmed it will be supporting this event. In particular, the PA will take responsibility for 

coordinating the book stall, cake stall, silent auction, adult wine lucky dip, and organising 

volunteers for these stalls as well as set up and pack up. A new stall was suggested - 
glass jar lucky dip for kids filled with treats, ballons, hair clips, little toys etc.  A sub-

committee will be formed once the executive have met with Hutchins events team and 

have a timeline to work with.  Action #9 (Courtney Bell and Shirl Badenach) organise a 

meeting with Hutchins events team for further information on the fair.  

 

PA advertising banner  

The committee discussed the possibility of an advertising banner with the purpose to 

encourage new members and advertise to the community what the PA does. Action #10 

(Kate Woods) liaise with Hutchins marketing team to obtain quotes, images and text for 

banner.   
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Other business  
PA members – positive feedback from members regarding Friday fright night, music 

showcase and MS/SS dance trip  

 

 

 

 

Meeting close: 7.27pm  


